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Why an award in memory of

Professor Léon Calembert

? 

Professor Calembert 
can rightly be considered as
the "Father" of Engineering Geology
in Belgium...

Léon Calembert 
(1910 - 1984)
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He is also one of the founding members of the IAEG - AIGI (1964)

International Association of Engineering Geology
Association Internationale pour la Géologie de l'Ingénieur
Since about thirty years, the IAEG name is
International Association for Engineering Geology and the Environment

On December 21, 1964, during the International Geological Congress 
in New Delhi, 21 delegates created the IAEG 
and formed a provisional committee. 

Besides the first President, A. Shadmon (Israel), the founding members were:
M. Arnould (France), G. Bain (USA), M.S. Balasundaram (India), L. Calembert (Belgium), 
R.S. Chaturvedi (India), G.C. Chowdhary (India), E. Beneo (Italy ), K. Erguvanli (Turkey), 
A. Hamza (India), MS Jain (India), L.E. Kent (South Africa), VS Krishnaswamy (India), 
J. Lakshmaman (France), A.R. Mahendra (India), M. Manfredi (Italy), V. Prasad (India), 
B. Ramchandran (India), J.T. Rosenqvist (Norway), B. Sanatkumar (India), 
P.B. Srinivasan (India), L.S. Srivastava (India) and M. Zapata (Spain), 
who were later joined, in 1966, by E.M. Sergeev and N.V. Kolomenskij (USSR), 
Q. Záruba (Czechoslovakia), MD Ruiz (Brazil) and G. Champetier de Ribes (France),
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The first general assembly took place on August 23, 1968 (2 days after the 21), in Prague, 
during the XXIII International Geological Congress and elected a new committee
a committee made up of members representing the five continents:

Q. Záruba (Czechoslovakia), President
M. Arnould (France), General Secretary;
G. Champetier de Ribes (France), Treasurer; 
A. Shadmon (Israel), Past President; 
L. Calembert (Belgique), Vice-President for Europe; 
L. Cluff (USA), Vice-President for North América; 
M.D. Ruiz (Brazil), Vice-President for South América; 
L. Oborn (New-Zeland), Vice-President for l'Australasia; 
H. Tanaka (Japan), Vice-President for l'Asia; 
Members : N.V. Kolomenskij (USSR); A. Nemock (Czechoslovakia); 
J. Janjic (Yugoslavia); R. Glossop (UK); 
A. Drucker (RFA); J.M. Crepeau (Canada).
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From there, L. Calembert worked for, on October 31 1969, create the  CBGI-BCIG 
Comité Belge de Géologie de l'Ingénieur - Belgisch Comite voor Ingenieursgeologie - Belgian Group of IAEG

The first General Assembly, with publication of the by-laws and election of the Council and 
the Bureau, was held in 1970. Professor Calembert was elected President with a mandate 
covering the period 1970 - 1973.

Extract from the first statutes of the CBGI-BCIG:
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A (very) brief summary of the life and career of L. Calembert:

Born on February 28 1910 in Ougrée.

Civil mining engineer (1934) from the University of Liège
Civil geologist engineer (1937)
Professeur P. Fourmarier's assistant at the University of Liège

During the May 1940 campaign, artillery lieutenant, he was mentioned in dispatches VI C.A.
From December 1940, he belonged to the Allied Intelligence and Action Services. 
He takes advantage of his work in the field (in particular the inventory of the "plastic earth 
resources" of the Condroz) to carry out the scouting. 
In August 1942, he was arrested and deported to the Flossenbürg camp. 
He was repatriated in June 1945.

He awarded, in a military capacity, many distinctions:

Chevalier de l'Ordre de Léopold II avec palme,
Croix de guerre avec palme et lion en vermeil, 
Médaille de la Résistance, 
Médaille commémorative de la guerre 1940-1945 avec éclairs entrecroisés, 
Médaille du Volontaire de guerre combattant, 
Croix du Prisonnier politique avec 5 étoiles, 
Certificate of Merit du Maréchal Montgomery.
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L. Calembert was appointed Lecturer 
at the University of Liège in 1948 
and then Full Professor. 

In addition to his teaching activities 
(general geology, applied geology, mining 
geology, engineering geology, hydrogeology...), 
during which he knows how to captivate 
his students, he pursues research activities 
in these fields.

Until 1981, he is the author of more 
than 210 publications.

Professor Calembert giving his speech 
at the ceremony of his accession 

to the emeritus

In 1980 he becomes Emeritus. 

On this occasion, a book of tributes
is published, comprising some twenty original 
articles, written by prestigious authors, 
who insisted to be included, among which 
M. Arnould, P. Duffaut, J. Goguel, 
E.M. Sergueev, G. Zaruba and H. Tazieff. 

Prof. W. De Breuck
Member of the OC of this Jubilee day
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HOMMAGE A 
LEON CALEMBERT

Editions Georges Thone
Liège, 1980
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The awarding of a Calembert Medal was decided by the CBGI - BCIG in 1986. 

The Prize was then intended for an engineer under the age of 35 who had 
distinguished himself in the field of engineering geology. 

Today, the Calembert Prize rewards a person who has distinguished 
himself/herself through his/her professional activity in one or other 
of the scientific fields l.s. of RockEnGeo.be.

The winner is appointed by the Board of RockEnGeo.be during a deliberation 
meeting specially dedicated to the Calembert Award.

The Council chooses its candidates. It may take into account applications 
from outside, the date of the Board's deliberation being announced to 
the members of RockEnGeo.be at least one month in advance. 

For the profile of the candidate, there is no limit either to the age, to the type 
of activity carried out (research, industry, teaching, etc.) or to any particular 
condition for holding a diploma (geologist, engineer, architect, etc.) or 
affiliation to a scientific society or a professional group or exercise period. 

What is the Calembert Award?

The amount of the prize is ...


