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The current status of the ISRM

Wulf Schubert, past ISRM Vice President

September 2022
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Nature of the ISRM

Non-profit scientific association

Founded in 1962 in Salzburg, by Prof. Leopold Müller

Field of activities: Rock mechanics and rock engineering

“includes all studies of the 
physical, mechanical, hydraulic, thermal, chemical and dynamic behaviour 
of rocks and rock masses, 
and engineering works in rock masses,
using appropriate knowledge of geology”

Applied to civil, mining and petroleum engineering works
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Membership

Total: 8500 individual members belonging to 60 National Groups

The ISRM Council represents the National Groups
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The ISRM Board 2019-2023

President: Resat Ulusay Turkey

VP Africa: Michael du Plessis S. Africa

VP Asia: Suseno Kramadibrata Indonesia

VP Australasia: Sevda Dehkhoda Australia

VP Europe: Leandro Alejano Spain

VP N. America: Laura Pyrak Nolte USA

VP S. America: José Pavon Paraguay

VP at Large: Ömer Aydan Japan

VP at Large: Yang Qiang China

VP at Large: Vojkan Jovicic Slovenia

Secr. General: Luís Lamas Portugal

President elect: Seokwon Chon South Korea

(photo taken before selection of the VPs at Large)

Left to right:
Leandro Alejano, Suseno Kramadibrata, Laura Pyrak Nolte, José 
Pavon, Resat Ulusay, Sevda Dehkhoda, Luís Lamas, Sofia Meess
(executive secretary), Michael du Plessis
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ISRM meetings online

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic

All ISRM Council, Board and Commission meetings online in 2020 and 2021
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15 Technical Commissions 2019-2023

• Coupled THMC Processes in Fractured Rock

• Crustal Stress and Earthquake

• Deep Mining

• Design Methodology

• Discontinuous Deformation Analysis - DDA

• Education

• Grouting

• Preservation of Ancient Sites

• Radioactive Waste Disposal

• Rock Bursts

• Rock Dynamics

• Soft Rocks

• Testing Methods

• Underground Nuclear Power Plants
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ISRM Suggested Methods for Testing 

• All SMs available for free to ISRM members

• Several videos available on the ISRM website
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Sponsored Conferences
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Young Members Activities

• ISRM Young Members’ Monthly Webinar Series - new
• To create a global network for ISRM young members to connect and to share knowledge, 

experience, and ideas.

• Young rock mechanics professionals are invited to join the talks or consider giving a talk.

• More information will be shared through ISRM website in the coming weeks.

Student’s nightDrilling competition



10

Early Career Forums

Financed by the ISRM Education Fund

1st – AfriRock 2017, Cape Town

2nd – Eurock 2018, St Petersburg

3rd – ARMS 2018, Singapore

4th – Congress 2019, Foz do Iguaçu

5th – Eurock 2021, Turin

6th – ARMS 2021, Beijing

7th – LARMS 2022, Asunción

Participants in the 1st Early Career Forum
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Awards

• Müller Award

• Rocha Medal - best PhD

• ISRM Fellows

• Franklin Lecture

• John Hudson Rock Engineering Award

• Best Performing National Group Award

• Outstanding Commission Award

• Science and Technology Awards

• Young Rock Engineer - new

• Best Paper Award
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e-Newsletter and News Journal
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New Website launched in August 2021

Updated and upgraded website with new facilities
• Responsive design for mobile phones and tablets

• New graphical design

• Easier access to contents
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ISRM Digital Library

• Papers from ISRM 
sponsored 
conferences

• Available through 
Onepetro.org

• 100 free 
downloads per 
year for ISRM 
members

• 10.500 papers 
from 70 
conferences 
(75.000 pages)
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Technical Glossary

• 1000 words with 
18 languages

• Mongolian is new
in 2021

• Translation in 
more languages 
under way
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ISRM Book Series

• To promote the scientific 
output of the ISRM

• Coordinated by the ISRM

• Published by CRC Press Published in 2021
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Online Lectures and Courses

• Online lectures broadcast every 3 months by 
renowned researchers and practitioners.

• Presently 13 courses available on the 
website
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• The ISRM promotes many activities 
announced on the ISRM Website or 
through Twitter and LinkedIn

ISRM page

Look for @IntSocRockMec
• add us to your Twitter feed and don't miss any news.


