
Belgian Society for Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – Brussels, 9th September 2022Belgian Society for Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – Brussels, 9th September 2022

50 years of Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics in Belgium

1

Engineering Geology and 
Rock Mechanics societies in 
Belgium: 50 years of story

Jean-François Thimus 1, Philippe Welter 2

1 Professor emeritus, EPL, UCLouvain, jean-francois.thimus@uclouvain.be
2 Past President of SBGIMR, info@rockengeo.be



Belgian Society for Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – Brussels, 9th September 2022Belgian Society for Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – Brussels, 9th September 2022

Belgian Engineering Geology Committee
1970-2006

 Initiative of Professor Léon Calembert 
(ULiège)

 Board of average 10 people

 First Bureau (1970-1973): 

 Léon Calembert  (ULiège)  as president

 André Fagnoul (ULiège) as secretary

 Albéric Monjoie (ULiège) as treasurer

 Edouard De Beer (UGent) as vice-
president

 Logo
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Belgian Engineering Geology Committee
1970-2006

 The next presidencies managed by

 Raymond D’havé 1973-1976 (SECO)

 William De Breuck 1976-1980 (UGent)

 Albéric Monjoie 1980-1984 (ULiège)

 Raoul Funcken 1984-1988 (Tractebel)

 Jan Maertens 1988-1993 (Jan Maertens BVBA)

 Jean-François Thimus 1994-1998 (UCLouvain)

 Christian Treve 1998-2002 (CFE)

 Jean-François Thimus 2002-2006 (UCLouvain)

 As secretary or treasurer:

 Christian Treve, Christian Schroeder, Georges Simon,….

 …… 
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Belgian Engineering Geology Committee
1970-2006

 In addition of regular boards and office meetings, site visits and conferences, 
members received : 

 Copy or offprint of member’s publications

 Magazine of International Association

(IAEG)
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Belgian Engineering Geology Committee
1970-2006

• Organization of five national colloquium
 In 1977: « Géologie et Géotechnique urbaine » in 

Brussels

 In 1981: « Déformations de terrain causées par 
des phénomènes naturels ou des activités 
humaines » in Ghent

 In 1985: « Problèmes de géologie de 
l’ingénieur en relation avec le stockagedes 
déchets » in Liège

 In 1989: « Application des méthodes de 
prospection géophysique à la Géologie de 
l’ingénieur » in Liège ; this symposium was 
preceded by a series of courses « Exposés 
introductifs aux méthodes de géophysique 
couramment utilisés »

 In 1994: « La géologie de l’ingénieur et les 
grands travaux d’infrastructure – contribution 
aux projets TGV » in Louvain-la-Neuve, also
preceded by « Introductory seminars on linear 
oute studies »
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 Organization in 2004 of the international 
conference EurEnGeo 2004, the first 
European Regional IAEG Conference in 
Liège

 Sponsored by IAEG

 Co-organization by the belgian, 
german and netherlands section of 
IAEG and by University of Liège

 President of Organising Committee : 
Christian Treve 
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Belgian Engineering Geology Committee
1970-2006
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Belgian Group of Rock Mechanics
1978-2006
 Initiative of Professor Josef Brych (FPMs)

 Board of average 10 people

 First Bureau (1978-1981): 

 Josef Brych (FPMs)  as president

 Emmanuel Lousberg (UCLouvain) as 
secretary-treasurer

 Philippe Dom (Foraky) as vice-
president

 Logo
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Belgian Group of Rock Mechanics
1978-2006
 The next presidenties managed by

 François Bonnechere 1981-1984 (ULiège)

 Pierre Gonze 1984-1986 (Foraky)

 Jean-Francois Thimus 1986-1988 (UCLouvain)

 François Bonnechere 1988-1992 (ULiège)

 Pedro Huergo 1992-1996 (ULB)

 André Vervoort 1996-2000 (KULeuven)

 Christian Schroeder 2000-2004 (ULiège)

 Alain Van Cotthem 2004-2007 (Tractebel)

 As secretary or treasurer :

 Christian Schroeder, Jean-Pierre Tshibangu,….

 …… 
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Belgian Group of Rock Mechanics
1978-2006
 In addition of regular boards and office meetings, 

site visits and conferences, members received : 

 Copy or offprint of member’s publications

 With Pierre Gonze, attempt to unify the 4 
scientific societies (soil mechanics, tunnel and 
underground works, rock mechanics and geology
enginering) but without succes

 Research project (1987-1990) with funding of 
National Fund for Scientific Research on 
behaviour of underground excavations in rock 
masses
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Belgian Group of Rock Mechanics
1978-2006
 Organization of two international conferences : 

 1995 Colloquium Mundanum – Chalk and Shales (ULB, Pedro Huergo)

 2006 Eurock2006 Multiphysics Coupling and Long Term Behaviour in 
Rock Mechanics (ULiège, Robert Charlier)
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
 December 2006 : CBGI-BCIG and GBMR-BVRM disbanded

SBGIMR-BVIGRM set up 

 The missions, assets, rights and obligations of the 2 dissolved
associations are taken over by the new one

 The Board : installed on February 2007 (14 members)

The mean reasons :

 Many topics and subjects of common interest between the 2 groups

 Many members are active simultaneously in the Councils of both
groups

 The desire to favor the active individual participation of its members
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022

Between 2007 and today, the Presidency has been assumed by:

 Robert Charlier 2007-2011 (ULiège)

 Vincent Fiquet 2011-2015 (OREX)

 Philippe Welter 2015-2019 (SPW Direction Géotechnique)

 Fanny Descamps 2019-2023 (UMONS)

The President and the other members of the Council are elected for four-
year terms during the Annual Ordinary General Meetings.
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
Evolution of the number of members since 2008 
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
Evolution of the SBGIMR

 In 2015, the total number of members of the Board was increased from 14 
to 19

 On July 14, 2020, the society became an non-profit organization to comply 
with the new Belgian company law.
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
Evolution of the SBGIMR

 The logos of the SBGIMR-BVIGRM, now called RockEnGeo.be have been 
adapted

15



Belgian Society for Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – Brussels, 9th September 2022Belgian Society for Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics – Brussels, 9th September 2022

SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
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In terms of operation:

 1 annual Ordinary General Meeting in the first half of the year and General 
Extraordinary General Meetings when needed,

 5 to 6 meetings of the Administrative Body (Board) for regular management,

 The 2 Vice-Presidents ensure links with international societies, since 2006:

o Christian Treve with the IAEG

o Jean-Pierre Tshibangu with the ISRM

 Several members of the Board are also active members of other sister 
associations and have privileged links for coordinating activities.
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
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 A website followed the evolution of the association:

 Its address: https://rockengeo.be

 Particularly, it gives free access to the list, topics and contents of activities
since 2007
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The organized activities can be grouped as 
follows:

• Study days on general aspects related to 
Engineering Geology and/or Rock 
Mechanics: theory, practical aspects, 
sources of information.

• Study days on aspects related to the 
problems of engineer geology of a territory.

• Study days organized on a particular site of 
activity: heaps, earthworks, quarries, etc.

• Conferences on a particular topic or project.

• Presentation of research works (master 
theses, PhD theses).
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SBGIMR-BVIGRM ( RockEnGeo.be) 
2006-2022
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In 2021, RockEnGeo.be joined the GBMS-BGGG for the development, in Belgium, 
of a recognition system for Geotechnicians and Geotechnical Experts, intended to 
inform the society (clients, project owners, insurers, Justice, etc.) on the skills 
available in the field of Geotechnics. 

This approach is part of those carried out at the international level to increase the 
quality of geotechnical service providers. 

Our Vice-President Christian Treve and the website can provide all the information 
on the matter
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